DECATUR

CONNIE WICKLUND
DIRECTOR OF BANDS
110 CEDAR ST.
DECATUR, MI 49045

Dear Parents/Guardians,

The band program is going to NEW YORK CITY! This will occur next school year,
March 31st—April 4th (Sun thru Thurs.), during the first part of spring break! |
have attached a trip itinerary to this packet as well as other information. This is not a
mandatory trip so if you or your student does not want to attend, they do not have to,
however, the more the merrier!

The total cost will be $1150 per person (students or chaperones) based on 40 partici-
pants. Any band student 6-12 is able to attend. It will be great fun and the itinerary is
filled with so many great opportunities!

| would like at least five chaperones to travel with us. This is a great bunch of kids and |
think it will be very fun and educational trip for them! Also, there are only 55 seats avail-
able, so this is a first come, first served basis. To reserve your spot, you simply need
to make your first payment on time. (If there are open seats after the first payment, you
can still join us!) Don't forget that student account money may be used towards this trip.
Any fundraisers we do will also go towards the student's band account which also can
be used for this trip—the more fundraisers they partake in, the more money they can
earn for New York! If you are in need of another New York Information packet, please
email me or log on to the band website http://cwicklund.wixsite.com/decaturbands to
view and print another one.

Payment Schedule: (Please Mark Your Calendars)

1st Payment—March 20, 2018—$192

2nd Payment—NMay 20, 2018 —$192

3rd Payment—September 20, 2018 —$192

4th Payment—November 20, 2018—$192

5th Payment—January 20, 2019—$192

FINAL Payment—February 8, 2019—$190 (could be more/less based on final num-
bers)

Just a note: If only 30 people sign up to attend the price would be approximately
$1331per person. If more than 40 attend, it will be LESS than $1150 a person.

Please consider this trip! The kids were quite excited when they found out about it! :) |
hope that many decide to participate. Remember, the more that participate, the lower
the cost and the less that participate, the higher the cost—we have to pay for the empty
seats on the bus. If there are fewer empty seats (more than 40) we pay less overall for
the trip, if there are more empty seats (less than 40) we pay more for the trip. You can
pay at any time (early or a smidge late) as long as the balance is paid by the FINAL
payment date. You can also join the trip after the first few payments are made if there
are spots open—again, you just need to be paid in full by the FINAL PAYMENT.

If you have any questions, you may contact me via email or phone.
Musically,

Cannie Wicklund

269-423-6910 (Classroom)

cwicklund@raiderpride.org or http://cwicklund.wixsite.com/decaturbands
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DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT BAND, DECATUR, MI

TRIP TO NEW YORK — March 31 — April 4, 2019
Trip #19-06026

Sunday, March 31, 2019

4:30 AM:

5:30 AM:

One 56 passenger motorcoach (maximum seats available to group are 55) arrives at
Decatur High School, 110 Cedar St., Decatur, MI 49045 (269-423-6850) for loading.

NOTE: In keeping with Educational Tours, Inc.’s commitment to safety and security, we
prepare each itinerary in accordance with the DOT rules and regulations, giving drivers a
minimum of 9 hours off each night and a maximum of 15 hours on duty during any 24-
hour period. We reserve the right to revise the itinerary due to unforeseen circumstances
such as traffic, road closures, site closures, weather, etc. Your Tour Manager will
consult with the Group Leader and drivers on any changes.

Depart from Decatur High School on first class, air-conditioned, DVD equipped
MOTORCOACH provided by DEAN TRAILWAYS OF MICHIGAN
(517-319-336 / 517-599-0803) (11.5 hours have been allotted for the drive; plus two
hours for rest stops/dinner on your own enroute)

Two hours from arrival, please call your tour manager with your estimated arrival time.

7:00 PM:

Monday, April 1, 2019

6:00 AM:

7:00 AM:

8:40 AM:

11:25 AM:

Arrive in New Jersey; meet your TOUR MANAGER at the LA QUINTA INN &
SUITES, 265 Route 3 East., Clifton, NJ 07014 (973-778-6500) and check-in

Enjoy a PIZZA PARTY and the amenities (Note: Pool may not have lifeguard on
duty. ETI is not responsible for the supervision or safety of students.)

PRIVATE NIGHT TIME HOTEL SECURITY

Depart by coach for NBC Studios

Arrive at NBC Studios — Observe the television industry at work from outside the studios
and perhaps be a part of the “Today” show. (You can register your visit online
www.today.com/visit though please note NBC has begun efforts to limit the crowd size,
access to the viewing area is not guaranteed.)

Breakfast ($10.00 CASH RETURN) on your own in the area perhaps in Rockefeller
Center.

Meet at NBC STUDIOS for a GUIDED TOUR — A behind the scenes tour of the
production areas of several radio and television shows. The “Today” show, “Dateline
NBC” and “Saturday Night Live” are produced here. (Please arrive 30 minutes prior to
your tour time. Tours at 9:20, 9:40 and 10:20, subject to availability)

Walk to your tour

Information regarding Travel Protection is available from your Group Leader.
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11:40 AM:

1:15 PM:
1:30 PM:

2:30 PM:

3:00 PM:

5:45 PM.:
6:30 PM:

8:00 PM:

9:30 PM.:

Tuesday, April 2, 2019

7:15 AM:

8:15 AM:

8:45 AM:

11/30/17

Arrive at CARNEGIE HALL for a GUIDED TOUR - Experience a century of music
history as the special tour takes you inside the concert hall where the world's greatest
musicians gave the best performances of their careers. (12pm tour time, subject to
availability)

After your tour, walk to Central Park
Arrive at Central Park -BOXED LUNCH PROVIDED

Walk to the museum

Visit the AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY - Offers permanent and
changing exhibits on various cultures, amphibians, birds, gems, minerals, dinosaurs and
seashells. (this was where Night at the Museum was filmed)

Depart by coach for dinner
Arrive for DINNER at B.B. KINGS BLUES CLUB & GRILL

After dinner explore Times Square — The heart of the Theater District; where New
Yorkers celebrate New Year's Eve. View the skyscrapers and glittering marquees.

Depart by coach for the hotel

PRIVATE NIGHT TIME HOTEL SECURITY

DELUXE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST at the hotel
Depart by coach for Liberty Park

Arrive in Liberty Park and board your RESERVED TIMED FERRY for Ellis Island —
The nation's main point of entry for millions of immigrants from 1892-1924. The Ellis
Island Immigration Museum holds exhibits, which chronicle the history of the island
and the processing station.

After your visit, re-board the FERRY for Liberty Island. Enjoy your MONUMENT
ACCESS PASS- Visit the lobby where visitors can see the original torch, the Statue of
Liberty Exhibit, then proceed to the promenade area for an up close view of the Statue of
Liberty and a spectacular view of New York Harbor. Visitors can then take an elevator to
the ten-story pedestal observatory. Further ascent for Crown Access not available to
groups (monument access subject to availability at booking, students must remain with
chaperones for pedestal access)

Lunch ($15.00 CASH RETURN) on your own at one of the islands’ cafeterias

(depending on group’s interests and crowd levels you may wish to switch the order of
the islands)

Re-board the FERRY for Battery Park

Information regarding Travel Protection is available from your Group Leader.
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2:15 PM:

2:45 PM:

5:00 PM:

5:30 PM:

7:00 PM:

7:30 PM:

9:00 PM:

11/30/17

Arrive in Battery Park and walk to the museum

Arrive at the 9/11 MEMORIAL MUSEUM- This memorial museum tells the individual
stories of the 2,977 people killed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks at the World Trade Center,
the Pentagon, and on Flight 93, as well as the six people who perished in the February 26,
1993 World Trade Center bombing. The historical exhibition presents the story of those
attacks and particularly, the events as they unfolded on and after 9/11.

Time permitting, view the 9/11 Memorial- Experience a moving tribute of remembrance
and honor to the victims of 9/11 in this beautiful open air plaza.

Depart by coach for dinner
Arrive for DINNER at LA NONNA
Depart by coach for the observatory

Arrive at ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY - Located on the 100th, 101st and 102nd
level of the One World Trade Center, One World Observatory will offer views of New
York City’s iconic sights, surrounding waters and skyline. The experience will go beyond
the view as Guests can explore three levels of the Observatory filled with innovation and
inspiration (subject to 2019 hours, usually extended spring hours begin April 1)

Depart by coach for the hotel

PRIVATE NIGHT TIME HOTEL SECURITY

Wednesday, April 3, 2019

8:00 AM:

9:00 AM:

10:00 AM:

1:00 PM:

1:30 PM:

2:00 PM:

5:00 PM:

5:30 PM:

6:30 PM:

DELUXE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST at the hotel and check-out

Depart by coach for the museum

Arrive at the INTREPID SEA-AIR-SPACE MUSEUM - The 872 foot aircraft carrier
USS Intrepid is a floating exploration center and launch pad into a world of sea, air, and
space technology. Also go aboard the Growler submarine and the Concorde AD.
Lunch ($15.00 CASH RETURN) on your own

Depart by coach for the theater

Arrive at the theater

Enjoy a BROADWAY SHOW (subject to 2019 schedule)

Walk to dinner

Arrive for DINNER at BUBBA GUMPS (Times Square)

Depart by coach for the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts

Information regarding Travel Protection is available from your Group Leader.
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7:30 PM: Arrive at Avery Fisher Hall
8:00 PM: Enjoy a PERFORMANCE of the NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC (subject to 2019
schedule)
10:30 PM: Depart for home. (12 hours have been allotted for the drive, plus 2 hours for rest

stops/meals on your own enroute)
If time and proximity permits, final itinerary may reflect returning the Tour
Manger(s) to the Hotel before departing for home.

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Two hours away from home, please call our 24-hour (1-800-654-4560 then “0”) service; give the name of your
school and expected arrival time.

12:30 PM: Arrive at Decatur High School

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY OR TO LEAVE A MESSAGE, PLEASE CALL 1-800-654-4560. PLEASE LEAVE
ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION INCLUDING NAMES AND PHONE NUMBERS

Information regarding Travel Protection is available from your Group Leader.
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TRIP FEATURES

DECATUR HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT BAND, DECATUR, MI
TRIP TO NEW YORK - March 31 — April 4, 2019
Trip #19-06026
THE TOUR INCLUDES
* Round trip transportation aboard first class, air-conditioned, DVD equipped motorcoach
* First-class accommodations for three nights at the New Jersey area hotel
* Two breakfasts, one boxed lunch, three cash returns and four dinners
* Ferry / Ellis Island / Liberty Island / Statue of Liberty / Monument Access Pass
* 9/11 Museum & Memorial / One World Observatory
* Today Show/ NBC Studios Guided Tour / Guided Tour of Carnegie Hall
* Central Park / American History Museum
* Intrepid Sea Air and Space Museum / Times Square
* Broadway Show / Performance of the New York Philharmonic
* Private nighttime hotel security

* Group Travel Videos Package for each student and group leader(s)

* Post Departure Travel Protection Plan - Includes Accident and Sickness, Trip Interruption, and Travel Delay
protection for all participants. This does not include Cancellation Protection

* All trip planning and arrangements

* $4,000,000 Liability Insurance and SYTA Consumer Protection Plan Coverage

* Services of our company tour manager for your entire stay in the New York/New Jersey area
* All gratuities and fuel surcharges included

* 800-654-4560 Emergency phone service, answered 24 hours, provided for your peace of mind, while the trip is
in progress

Optional additional Travel Protection, which includes Cancel For Any Reason protection, is available for purchase
and follows Educational Tours, Inc.’s cancellation policy.

Educational Tours is a member of the Student Youth Travel Association.

Trip inclusions are based on prices as of 10/18/17 and subject to availability and rates at the time of finalizing the
Travel Agreement.

If there are swimming opportunities available, there may not be a lifeguard on duty. ETI is not responsible for
the supervision or safety of students.

Information regarding Travel Protection is available from your Group Leader.
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0EDUCAT|ONAL TRAVEL AND PACKING TIPS
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TOURS, INC. FOR STUDENT GROUPS

General Information:

You are allowed one suitcase and one small carry-on bag.

Luggage is your responsibility at all times throughout the trip.

Luggage must be placed in the correct loading area so it gets placed on the bus.
Bring keys if you lock your luggage or instrument.

Don’t over pack! What you pack is what you have to carry!

Carry-on Bag:

Pack your carry-on bag with any items you will need the first day. You will not be able to get to the
items under the bus until it is time to check in to the hotel.

Don’t forget your cell phone/device chargers and be sure to fully charge all your items before you
depart. You may not have outlets on the motorcoach.

If your first day is a beach day be sure to pack your beach items in your carry-on bag.

Appropriate Dress:

Dress comfortably — you may be sitting, walking, or standing for long periods of time.
No t-shirts with questionable wording or graphics, half-shirts, short-shorts, or miniskirts.
The school’s dress code is in effect for the duration of the trip.

Clothing:

[ Iy I I Iy I Ny

Comfortable walking shoes and one pair of nicer shoes
Shirts

Pants/jeans/shorts

Pajamas

Jacket/sweater/sweatshirt

Dressier outfit (reserved for a theater night out, nice restaurant)
Raincoat/poncho/umbrella

Underwear

Socks

Laundry bag/plastic bag for dirty clothes

Bathing suit (must comply with school dress code
Towel (if needed for beach day/water park day)
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Music Students:

Instrument

Extra supplies (reeds, valve oil, strings, rosin, cork grease, mallets, drumsticks etc.)
Music stand/lyre

Folder and music

ooooo

Costume/Uniform and accessories (ties, shoes, stole/rob, dark socks/nylons, etc.)

Personal Items:

Shampoo/Conditioner
Deodorant
Toothbrush/toothpaste
Hairbrush/comb

(M

Sunscreen

Medication (follow school medication policies)
Extra contacts, lens solution, lens case, glasses
Hair dryer

Lip Balm

Shower/pool/beach shoes

o000 0o00o

o
~+
>
o
L

Spending money and money for meals (if needed)

Driver’s license/student ID

Cell Phone/Camera

iPod/MP3, etc.

Electronics Chargers

Portable Charging Block to use for charging devices during the day
Watch

Sunglasses

Pillow/Blanket

o000 0o00o
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Purpose

Formed in the year 2000, The SYTA Youth Foundation (SYF) is the non-profit, philanthropic sister
organization of the Student & Youth Travel Association (SYTA®). The SYF established the SYF "Road"
Scholarship program in 2002 to award funds to youth who, for various reasons, are unable to afford the
cost of their group's travel. Based on the belief that travel is essential to a complete education, it is the
SYF's goal to make a positive difference, through travel, in the young lives of our global citizens. Since
September 2010 SYF has awarded over one hundred scholarships to deserving youth. Scholarships are
awarded based on circumstances and need as documented in the completed application form.

How much money is awarded for each Road Scholarship?

The scholarship amount varies on a case-by-case basis, depending on the cost of specific trips, the
demonstrated need of the applicant, and the number of applicants in a given application period. The
average Road Scholarship granted is $600. No more than $1000 will be awarded to a single student.

Who can apply for a Road Scholarship?

e Any student or youth ages 25 and under

o Applicants must be participating in some form of student/youth group travel, including but not
limited to class field trips, youth group or choir trips, and study abroad programs

Applicants must demonstrate circumstances that prohibit them from participating in the travel
program due to financial need.

e Applicants must not be related to a SYTA member or SYF Trustee.

e Applicants must not be a relative of Association Management Group owners or employees

How do | apply for a Road Scholarship?

The student's teacher, school administrator, group leader, or other adult familiar with the student and
scheduled trip must nominate a student for a Road Scholarship. Students cannot directly apply for a Road
Scholarship

How do | nominate someone for a Road Scholarship?

Visit http://www.sytayouthfoundation.org/grants.php?mode=road and click on the "Apply Online" button
highlighted in green at the top of the page. Answer each question by responding in the required field.
When you have finished, check your responses to ensure they are accurate. Next, you must indicate that
you have read and agreed with the statement regarding the nomination and eligibility rules, then click the
"Submit" button.

IF INTERESTED IN APPLYING, PLEASE DO SO ONLINE AT:

WWW.SYTAYOUTHFOUNDATION.ORG



0 MOST FREQUENTLY
GEDUCATIONAL  MOSTIRRQUENTL

1. Q: How do young people benefit by traveling?

A: Travel exposes young people to new places, new people and new ideas. Travel brings
history lessons to life, gives civics lessons depth, and exposes eager young minds to
challenges and situations that they wouldn’t otherwise enjoy. Positive travel expetiences
create well-rounded young people who appreciate the wotld and the people around them.
Most importantly, teachers state that student travel prompts a transformation through which
students grow their ambitions to know, learn and explore.

2. Q: When do we decide who will be sharing rooms?

A: Your rooming list is due to Educational Tours no later than 60 days prior to departure.
We suggest the Group Leader and Students create a sign up sheet as eatly as possible to
decide roommates.

3. Q: What type of clothes should I pack for my trip?

A: Make sure to pack comfortable walking shoes, comfortable clothes for the bus ride
(especially if you are riding overnight), layered clothing for warmth and remember your
petformance uniform/outfit if your group is planning to petform. NOTE: Check with your
Group Leader for school policies on “proper attire” expected by your school.

4. Q: How much luggage is allowed?

A: Whether by bus or by ait, each person is allowed one carry-on and one suitcase.

5. Q: How can I contact someone on the trip if there is an emergency?

A: You can call our emergency number - (800) 654-4560. We are available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week through our answering service. You will peak directly to someone who will
contact our chain of command to handle any situation while the trip is in progtess, including
emergency messages from home.

6. Q: How much “EXTRA” spending money should I bring?

A: The amount of “extra” cash will depend on the length of the trip. A good suggestion is
to calculate any meals that are not included on the bus ride and at your final destination.
Allow enough cash to cover those meals - approx. $10-$20 per meal, depending on the
destination. Then set an allowance for souvenirs you may purchase.
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7. Q: Can we take food and drink on the bus?

A: Snacks ate a good idea for a long bus ride. Fruit, candy, crackers, granola, etc. are good
between meals. Beverages are usually allowed on the motorcoach. However, some bus
companies have rules against certain types of beverages (such as daity products).

8. Q: Will the motorcoach have a DVD player?

A: Most coaches both a DVD player. Movies are provided by the school/students, but
usually need to be approved by the Group Leader beforehand.

9. Q: Is there a restroom on the motorcoach?

A: Most standard size coaches have a restroom. Drivers suggest they are to be used for
emergencies only. If over used, the odor can become unpleasant for those sitting in the back

of the bus.

10. Q: How long is the driver on duty?

A: Motorcoach drivers can be on duty for 15 hours, but can only drive 10 of those 15
hours. Once their shift is up, a relief driver will take over. If you ate entroute, a relief driver
will be either “bunked” on the motorcoach, or the group will stop to pick up the relief
driver. By law, drivers MUST have 8 houts off for rest between shifts. For safety reasons
and legal ramifications, these rules must be followed.

11. Q: Upon arrival at our destination, will someone meet us?

A: You will be met by an Educational Tours, Inc. Tour Manager who will remain with you
throughout most of your trip. Their job is to take care of the details such as hotel check in,
meal reservations, theater tickets and other activities you have planned. Tour Managers ate
NOT tour guides — they are problem solvers. They work together with the Group Leader to
make sure the trips runs as smooth as possible. A good suggestion is to atrange a meeting
with the Tour Manager, Group Leader and Chaperones upon artival.

12. Q: How do you safely manage students at the hotel?

A: Tour Managers attive a day or more before the group and will prepare the hotel. They
will have the pay per view channels turned off if possible. However, if the hotel offers cable
movie channels, they will not be able to turn them off. All the phones will be turned off in
the student rooms for outside calls. Students will still be able to make room-to-room calls.

13. Q: Will student rooms be spread out all over the hotel?
A: We wortk with the hotel to make sure they block the rooms as “tight” as possible.

Rooms are blocked in such a way as to separate the boys’ rooms from the gitls’ rooms with
chaperones dispersed in between.
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14. Q: Who guards the student rooms at night after lights out?

A: Private nighttime security is hired exclusively for your group. They are posted every
night guarding only your rooms. The number of guards will depend on the size of your
group. This ensures the Group Leader and Chaperones a restful night so they can stay alert
during your trip.

15. Q: What is an “ETI” Clinic?
A: Educational Tours, Inc. offers clinics which feature performance and skill-building
classes for bands, orchestras, jazz groups, choirs, theater groups, and mote.

A clinic’s focus is on the fundamentals of music, such as performance and breathing
techniques, tone production and warm-ups. We encourage clinicians to motivate students
forward in a positive manner, while helping them polish both their ensemble and individual
performance skills.

Clinicians are chosen for their talent and excellence as music educators from Universities all
over the U.S. Most clinics will last an hour and a half and are held at a Music Studio or
University.

16. Q: Is Travel Protection available for purchase?

A: Yes, travelers can purchase travel protection to reimburse the cost of the trip (less the
cost of the insurance policy) if the traveler has to cancel ptior to the depatture date for
unforeseen medical reasons. Cancel For Any Reason protection is included as well, but only
reimburses 75% of the non-refundable trip cost. Ask your Group Leader for more
information. Please direct all travel protection questions to Travel Insured International at
(866)684-0218.

17. Q: Will the buses have outlets and Wi-Fi?

A: Most motorcoach companies have updated most of their fleet to include
outlets and Wi-Fi. Although we do reserve coaches with these features for your
group, due to motorcoach breakdowns and inclimate weather, there is no
guarantee that the bus or buses you get will have these freatures. Prepare to
bring a portable charger along just in case. Do keep in mind, even if your bus
does have wifi, the service may be limited due to your location enroute ot the
capacity of users.
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£ TOURS, INC.

TRAVEL INSURED INTERNATIONAL
TRIP NAME: Decatur High School Concert Band
TRIP NUMBER: 19-06026

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Educational Tours, Inc. is so excited to offer your child an opportunity to travel with us.
We pride ourselves on offering high-quality planning with a well thought-out, fun-filled itinerary
for a fantastic travel experience.

One of the benefits offered by Educational Tours, Inc. is travel protection. This coverage
helps provide coverage for unexpected circumstances and helps protect your trip and your
investment. These circumstances must meet the criteria for cancellation, such as cancellation
for iliness, injury, or death of any participant or a family member that may prevent your
participation in the trip.

The cost for this travel protection for trip participants, as weil as payment options are
listed on the coupon form. The cost is based on individual trip cost and follows ETl's
Cancellation Policy. If the cost of your trip is revised, please note that your travel protection cost
will be revised. You can obtain the complete description of coverage along with the exclusions
and limitations from your group leader.

Travel protection will not cover any cancellations prior to 50 days. Within 50 days of
departure, to be eligible to file a claim with Travel Insured International, your name must
appear on the submitted Room List and your reason must be a qualifying event. Any refund
guidelines established by the participating group which differs from ETI’s cancellation policy
does not qualify for a refund. .

Please call Travel Insured International at 800-243-3174 with any travel protection
questions. For payment questions, please call our office at 800-654-4560.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO PROVIDING YOU
A FANTASTIC TRAVEL EXPERIENCE.
ENJOY YOUR TRIP!

*#* Send Coupon to: Educational Tours, Inc., P.O. Box 257, Holt, MI 48842*%**
***Phone 800-654-4560***
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